Adapting to the Future:
How New Vehicle Materials are
Transforming Fleet Branding Strategies
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The Shift from Fiberglass
to Stainless Steel

The transition from traditional fiberglass to advanced
materials like stainless steel in vehicles such as the
Tesla Cybertruck represents a pivotal change in the
automotive industry.

Fiberglass has been a staple in vehicle construction for decades due to its
light weight and ease of shaping. However, the robustness and futuristic
appeal of stainless steel offer unparalleled benefits in terms of durability
and aesthetic appeal.

Stainless steel’s introduction in fleet vehicles, notably with the
Cybertruck, challenges the vinyl graphics industry to adapt. Traditional
vinyl wraps, designed with fiberglass substrates in mind, face adhesion
challenges when applied to stainless steel’s slick, hard surface. This
necessitates the development of new adhesive technologies and vinyl
formulations that can securely adhere to stainless steel while maintaining
the graphics’ integrity and vibrancy.
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Innovative Solutions for New Vehicle Materials

Signature Graphics is at the forefront of this innovation. By investing in research
and development, Signature Graphics has pioneered new vinyl graphics that are
specifically engineered to bond with stainless steel surfaces.

These new materials not only adhere more effectively but also resist the elements better, ensuring that fleet
branding remains sharp and clear over time.

For instance, the newly developed adhesive technologies ensure that vinyl wraps on Cybertrucks do not peel
or bubble, even under extreme conditions. This advancement is crucial for maintaining a professional
appearance, particularly for fleets that operate in diverse and challenging environments. Signature Graphics’
commitment to quality means that clients can trust their brand identity will be preserved impeccably,
regardless of the vehicle’s material.
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Preparing for the Future of
Fleet Branding

As more automotive manufacturers explore and implement advanced
materials, the need for compatible branding solutions will only grow.

Signature Graphics is already anticipating these trends, ensuring that their clients are never
caught off guard by technological advancements. By continuously refining their techniques
and materials, Signature Graphics remains a step ahead, ready to tackle any challenge the
future holds.

Expanding Horizons: Beyond Stainless Steel

While the shift to stainless steel is significant, it’s only the beginning. The automotive
industry is experimenting with other advanced materials like carbon fiber composites and
even 3D-printed components. Each new material presents unique challenges and
opportunities for fleet branding.

Signature Graphics is not just responding to these changes but is actively involved in
research to understand how these materials interact with different types of vinyl graphics.
This proactive approach ensures that they can provide cutting-edge solutions as soon as new
vehicle types hit the market.
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In a rapidly evolving industry, being prepared for the future is crucial.

Signature Graphics exemplifies this readiness, consistently delivering [
innovative solutions that meet the needs of today while anticipating the

demands of tomorrow. By embracing new vehicle materials like stainless .
steel and developing advanced vinyl graphics that adhere to these substrates, ”
Signature Graphics ensures that their clients’ fleets remain visually stunning

-

and cohesive, no matter what the future holds.
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Signature Graphics is not just keeping up with industry chang/s
—Wwe are leadmg the charge, ready and equlpped to transforn
fleet branding in an era of unprecé’dent d innovatic
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FAQs

Why are new vehicle materials like stainless steel important for fleet branding?

New materials like stainless steel provide enhanced durability and a modern look, but they require
advanced vinyl graphics solutions for effective branding. A decal used on a Ford F150, for example,
simply would not adhere to a Tesla Cybertruck. The change in substrate completely transforms the
adhesion technology required for graphics that will match the durability of their stainless steel host.

How does Signature Graphics ensure vinyl graphics adhere to stainless steel vehicles?
Signature Graphics works directly with 3M to ensure the specialized adhesive technologies and vinyl
formulations that bond effectively with stainless steel surfaces are used when manufacturing branding
for these types of projects.

What challenges do stainless steel surfaces present for traditional vinyl wraps?
Stainless steel's slick, hard surface can cause adhesion issues, leading to peeling or bubbling of
traditional vinyl wraps.

Is Signature Graphics prepared for other advanced vehicle materials besides stainless steel?
Yes, Signature Graphics and our partners are actively researching and developing solutions for
various advanced materials, including carbon fiber composites and 3D-printed components.

How does Signature Graphics maintain brand consistency across different vehicle materials?
Through innovative design, Signature’s brandRESPONSE brand management program, nationwide
installation and sales team, project management teams, and advanced adhesive and material
technologies, Signature Graphics ensures cohesive and durable branding across all vehicle types.
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